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Structure of data sets
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Structure of data sets
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Separate data sets for each wave, module, and country

6(5)x4 data sets for wave 1 (+ tracking data set)



Structure of data sets
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Same naming convention for datasets, except for wave identifier and 

version number

Waves 1, 2, and 3 are separate studies with separate study numbers and 

separate version numbers

! For waves 1 to 3, always cite each study individually !
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Separate data sets for each wave and module

From wave 4 onwards, only one study with one study number and 

changing version number → only cite the one version!



ID structure of CILS4EU
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ID structure of CILS4EU
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Original sample 

from wave 1

Refreshment

sample in wave 6

21440225

2203386



Data management
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Merging or appending?

merge data sets using youthid (classid for teacher 

dataset)

Tracking data set can be used to construct wide 

format data set

append to get a long format data set

Make use of the CILS4EU data naming 

conventions and use loops
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Different data format

Usually: on data line per respondent and data set

Waves 6 and 8

Life History Calendar – Structural (W6)

Life History Calendar – Partner (W6)

Life History Calendar – Children (W6)

Residential History Calendar (W8)

On data line per respondent and entry (episode, 

child, or residence)
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Variables: Weights

Meet the Data: CILS4EU 8. Mai 2023

Weights for representative descriptive statistics for

the 1994-1996 birth cohort

Weighting factor, indicating the over- or under-

representiveness of the respondent based on their

school type, federal state, ethnic group etc.

Several weights provided in the data: School level, 

class level, student level, panel/ refreshment (for

wave 6), see technical reports.



Variables: Weights
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The house weight variable („houwgt“) is a weight

combining all factors (school, class, student) and

accounting for the lower total sample size for

significance tests.

Use this variable when estimating parameters for

the population based on the sample, e.g. in Stata:

reg y x [pweight=houwgt]

If you use w6, you can use the calibrated integrated

weight of panel and refreshment, „calwgt“.



Variables: Naming convention
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Variables: Naming convention

[participant][wave]_[construct][type]

Participant: y(outh), p(arent), t(eacher)

Wave: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, corona

Construct: Description of construct

Type: Type of variable

RV: Reduced Version

H: Harmonized

CS: Country Specific

G: Generated
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Variables: Naming convention
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→ Same constructs have same name across data sets and waves (1-8)

→ Different name for corona wave



Variables: Naming convention
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e.g. idsc=Identification with survey country

→ Consistent naming

→ Consistent categories

→ Consistent coding across all eight waves



Variables: Naming convention
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BUT: Sometimes

coding deviates

from former waves!



Variables: Naming convention
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Also exact naming sometimes deviates

from former waves!



Variables: Different types
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Variables: Different types – reduced version
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Variables: Different types - generated

Meet the Data CILS4EU: Introduction II April 27th, 2023



Variables: Different types – country specific and  

harmonized
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Date format in Stata

Counts up since January 1st, 1960 (=1)

First day of our survey: 18,548 (Oct. 13th, 2010)

First month of our survey: 609 (October 2010)
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Variables: Different types – interview date



Variables

PLEASE ALWAYS CHECK YOUR VARIABLES AND 

USE THE CODEBOOKS

DEVIATIONS IN CODING ARE POSSIBLE

CODEBOOKS WILL ALWAYS GIVE YOU 

INFORMATION ON WHY A VARIABLE IS NOT 

AVAILABLE
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Migrant generation

and country of origin
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Migrant generation and country of origin

Country of birth of:

Students

Parents

Grandparents

Construction of:

Generation status: y*_generationG

Country of origin: y*_countorigG

...in reduced version: 

y*_countorig_enG

y*_countorig_geG

y*_countorig_nlG

y*_countorig_swG
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Migrant generation and country of origin

Definition of immigrants, migrant

generation, country of origin

Detailed description on how variables 

were generated

Detailed information on how missings

were treated

→ Please read when using the variables!

→ Dofile that generates the variables is

available, also from the MZES website

(linked from www.cils4.eu)
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http://www.cils4.eu/


Migrant generation and country of origin

1. Migrant generation: Top-down

1st generation 3.25 generation

2nd generation 3.5 generation

2.5 generation Interethnic 3rd generation

2.75 generation 3.75 generation

Interethnic 2nd generation Native

3rd generation

born in survey country

born abroad

not relevant

April 27th, 2023
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Distribution in W1:



Migrant generation and country of origin

2. Country of origin: Bottom-up
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Migrant generation and country of origin

2. Country of origin: Bottom-up
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1 2

3

4



Migrant generation and country of origin

2. Country of origin: Bottom-up
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1 2

3

4
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Migrant generation and country of origin

2. Country of origin: Bottom-up



Migrant generation and country of origin

2. Country of origin: Bottom-up

y*_countorigG

y*_countorig_enG

y*_countorig_geG

y*_countorig_nlG

y*_countorig_swG
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→ also y1_countorig_enG, y1_countorig_nlG, and y1_countorig_swG



Migrant generation and country of origin

For both variables, see the flag variables for special cases

and issues

y1_genflag_missG

y1_genflag_ntG

y1_coflag_missG

y1_coflag_ntG

y1_coflag_aiG
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Migrant generation and country of origin
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→ Updates in wave 2 and wave 3

→ Equally constructed for refreshment sample in wave 6



Migrant generation and country of origin
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→ THE SAME FOR COUNTRY OF ORIGIN, PARENTS‘ EDUCATION, ETC.

→ WHEN WORKING WITH WAVE 6, ALWAYS APPLY FOR WAVE 3 AS WELL!



Next up
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Schedule

10:00 – 11:00 Introduction I: Key topics, survey design, and data access

11:00 – 11:15 Coffee break

11:15 – 12:15 Introduction II: Data structure, documentation, and data management

12:15 – 13:15 Lunch break

13:15 – 14:15 New data: Campus Use File, CILS4NEPS & Wave 9 CILS4EU-DE

14:15 – 15:15 Q&A session



Thank you!

Please contact us with feedback or questions:

lena.arnold@uni-mannheim.de

joerg.dollmann@uni-mannheim.de

hannah.soine@uni-mannheim.de

markus.weissmann@uni-mannheim.de

mailto:lena.arnold@uni-mannheim.de
mailto:joerg.dollmann@uni-mannheim.de
mailto:hannah.soine@uni-mannheim.de
mailto:markus.weissmann@uni-mannheim.de
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