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GENERAL INTRODUCTION: 

Good morning/afternoon/evening, may I speak to ……………. please? 

 

IF ASKED: I am calling from the National Centre for Social Research.  We had previously spoken to ………… 
about one of our studies. 

 
 

 

WHEN TALKING TO PUPIL: 

Hello, my name is …………….. from the National Centre for Social Research.  Your class took part in the first 
round of the Youth in Europe study last year which is about what you think about school, your aspirations for 
the future, and how these affect your educational choices.  We would like you to help with the study again this 
year by asking you some more questions.  I hope this is a convenient time to talk to you. 

 
 
IF ASKED: The interview should take around 20 minutes. 
 
IF ASKED FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE STUDY: 
The study is being carried out by Oxford University and the National Centre for Social Research (NatCen). 
Similar studies are being carried out in Germany, the Netherlands and Sweden, so that we can compare young 
people’s experiences in the different countries. 

 

The information from this study will help the researchers to find out how best to help young people from 
different backgrounds achieve their educational goals. We hope that what you say will help improve our 
understanding about young people’s experiences at school both in England and in the other three countries. 

 
IF ASKED ABOUT CONFIDENTIALITY: 
Your answers will be kept completely confidential. Your teachers and other pupils in your class will not see 
your answers or be told anything about what you have written.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Serial No:  
 
Pupil Name: 
 
School:  
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First, I would like to ask some questions about you and how you are getting on at school 

CARD 2 

Q7 
How well do you think you can… 

(Please tick one box on every line) 
 

 Not at all Not well Well Very well Excellently  
1 2 3 4 5  

a … speak English?  
051

b … write English?  
052

 
 

Q8 
Is there a language other than English spoken in your home?     

     

 
Yes 1  

053

 
No 2  Go to Q12 

 
 
 

Q9 
Which language is this?     

     

 
Punjabi 001  

054
–

056

 
Gujarati 002  

 
Bengali 003  

 
Urdu 004  

 
Cantonese 005  

 
Somali 006  

 
Arabic 007  

 
Polish 008  

 
French 009  

 
Spanish 010  

 
Other (please write in the box below) 011  

 

 
 
 

  
057

Spare Columns 058 - 060
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Q10 
Thinking about this different language, how well do you think you can… 

(Please tick one box on every line) 
 

 Not at all Not well Well Very well Excellently  
1 2 3 4 5  

a …speak this language?  
061

b …write this language?  
062

 

Q11 
Still thinking about this different language, how often do you use this language for... 

(Please tick one box on every line) 
 

 Always Often Sometimes Never  
1 2 3 4  

a …talking to your family?  063

 
 
 

The next set of questions are about your school and future plans 

 
 

 

Q14 
What is the highest level of education you wish to have?     

     

 
No qualifications 1  

090

 
GCSEs (or a similar level) 2  

 
A Levels or AS Levels (or a similar level) 3  

 
University degree 4  

 
Don’t know 8  

 

Q15 
What is the highest level of education that you think you will actually get?  

  

 
No qualifications 1  

091

 
GCSEs (or a similar level) 2  

 
A Levels or AS Levels (or a similar level) 3  

 
University degree 4  

 
Don’t know 8  

 
Spare 092 - 105 
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Q16 
What is the highest level of education that your parents would like you to get?  

  

 
No qualifications 1  

106

 
GCSEs (or a similar level) 2  

 
A Levels or AS Levels (or a similar level) 3  

 
University degree 4  

 
Don’t know 8  

 
 
 

Q22 
What grade did you get in your most recent Maths exam (for example your mock exam)?  

  

 
A* or A 1  

158

 
B or C 2  

 
D, E, F or G 3  

 
U 4  

 
Don’t know 8  

 
 
 

Q23 
What grade did you get in your most recent English exam (for example your mock exam)?  

  

 
A* or A 1  

159

 
B or C 2  

 
D, E, F or G 3  

 
U 4  

 
Don’t know 8  

Spare 
160 –

169

 

Q24 
Outside of school, do you have a tutor or do you do any classes to try and improve your grades?  

  

 
No 1  

170

 
Yes, but not every week 2  

 
Yes, every week 3  
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Q25 
How much do you agree or disagree with each of these statements?  

(Please tick one box on every line) 
 

 
Strongly 

agree 
Agree 

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

Disagree
Strongly 
disagree

 

1 2 3 4 5  

a 
A university education is very important for getting a good 

job   
171

b 
Getting a full-time job is just as good as getting more 

education   
172

 
 

Q28 
Where have you got information about your future education?[including vocational or work-related 
qualifications such as NVQs, BTECs and apprenticeships]  

Please tick all that apply 

 
  

 
I haven’t got any information yet 01  

178 -
203 

 
Parents 02  

 
Brother/sister 03  

 
Other relatives 04  

 
Class mates 05  

 
Other friends 06  

 
Careers advisor 07  

 
Teachers 08  

 
Internet 09  

 
Newspapers 10  

 
Job centres 11  

 
Open days 12  

 
Career fairs 13  

 
Other (please write in the box below) 14  

 

 
 
 

  
204

Spare Columns 205 - 223
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Q29 
What are you planning to do after this school year (after the summer holidays)?  

Please tick only one box. 
 

  

 
Stay on in the school you are at now 1  Go to Q31 

224

 
Move to a different school 2  Go to Q31 

 
Move to a sixth form college 3  Go to Q31 

 
Move to a college of further education 4  Go to Q31 

 
Leave school and get a full-time job 5  Go to Q30 

 
Leave school and start an apprenticeship 6  Go to Q30 

 
  Something else (please write in the box below): 7  Go to Q33 

 
Don’t know 8  Go to Q33 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  
225

Spare 226 - 274

 

Q30 
Have you applied for a job or apprenticeship already?     

     

 
Yes, and I have an apprenticeship or job already 1  Go to Q33 

275

 
Yes, I have applied, but have no apprenticeship or job yet 2  Go to Q33 

 
No 3  Go to Q33 

 

Q31 
What kind of course(s) will you be studying? 

Please tick all that apply. 
    

     

 
A levels or AS levels  1  

276

 
A vocational or work-related qualification such as an NVQ or BTEC  2  

 
GCSEs (including retakes)  3  

 
Other (please write in the box below)  4  

 

 
 
 

  
277

Spare 278 - 348
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Q32 
Which subjects do you think you will study after your GCSEs? 

Please tick all that apply  
    

     

 
Traditional arts subjects (e.g. English, History, Latin, Music, Theology)  01  

349 -
370

 New and applied art subjects (e.g. Drama and Theatre Studies, Film Studies, Media 
Studies, Performance Studies, Dance)  02  

 
Modern European languages (e.g. French, German, Italian, Russian, Spanish)  03  

 Modern non-European languages (e.g. Arabic, Bengali, Chinese, Hindi, Marathi, 
Urdu)  04  

 
Pure sciences and maths (e.g. Maths, Further Maths, Physics, Chemistry, Biology)  05  

 
Applied sciences (e.g. Electronics, Engineering, Environmental Science)  06  

 
Social sciences (e.g. Economics, Politics, Geography, Law, Psychology, Sociology)  07  

 
Business subjects (e.g. Business Studies, Applied Business,  Accounting)  08  

 
Computing and IT subjects (e.g. ICT, Computing, Computer Science)  09  

 Art and Design subjects (e.g. Art and Design, Design and Technology, Graphic 
Design, Photography, Textiles)  10  

 Other subjects (e.g. Physical Education, Sport, Health and Social Care, Leisure and 
Tourism)  11  

 

Q33 What job would you like to have as an adult? Please give the exact job title. 

(Please only write in one job title) 
 

 
 
 

371 - 400

 
Don’t know 8 

 

 

401
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Next, I would like to ask about some of your feelings and beliefs 

 

Q35 
How strongly do you feel British?     

     

 
Very strongly 1  

407

 
Fairly strongly 2  

 
Not very strongly 3  

 
Not at all strongly 4  

 

Q36 
Some people feel that they belong to other groups too.  Which, if any, of the following groups do 
you feel you belong to?  

If you feel that you belong to more than one of these groups, please tick all the ones you feel you 
belong to. 

 
  

 
No other group  01  Go to Q40 

408 
-

423

 
Bangladeshi  02  

 
Chinese  03  

 
Indian  04  

 
Jamaican  05  

 
Nigerian  06  

 
Pakistani  07  

 
Turkish  08  

 
Other (please write in the box below)  09  

 

 
   

424

Spare 425 - 453

 

Q37 
How strongly do you feel that you belong to this group? (If you feel you belong to more than one of 
these groups, please tell us about the one you feel you belong to most strongly.) 

 
  

 
Very strongly 1  

454

 
Fairly strongly 2  

 
Not very strongly 3  

 
Not at all strongly 4  
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Q38 
How important is it for you personally to maintain the customs and traditions of this group?  

  

 
Very important 1  

455

 
Fairly important 2  

 
Not very important 3  

 
Not at all important 4  

 

Q39 
Do you go to any classes or belong to any organisations that are especially for people from this 
group? (e.g. language classes, music or dance classes, cultural clubs, ethnic youth groups)? 

(Please tick one box on every line) 

 
  

 
Yes, classes 1  

456

 
Yes, clubs or groups 2  

 
No 3  

 

Q40 
What is your religion?     

     

 
No religion  01  

457 -
458

 
Buddhist  02  

 
Christian  03  

 
Hindu  04  

 
Jewish  05  

 
Muslim  06  

 
Sikh  07  

 
Other religion (please write in the box below)  08  

 

 
   

459

Spare 460 - 499

 

Q41 
How important is religion to you?     

     

 
Very important 1  

500

 
Fairly important 2  

 
Not very important 3  

 
Not at all important 4  
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Q42 Do you go to religious classes outside of school hours (e.g. Quran, Sikh, Jewish or Christian 
classes)? 

 
  

 
No 1  

501

 
Yes, but not every week 2  

 
Yes, every week 3  

 
 

Q43 
How often do you visit a religious meeting place (e.g. church, mosque, synagogue, temple)?  

  

 
Never 1  

502

 
Occasionally (but less than once a month) 2  

 
At least once a month 3  

 
At least once a week 4  

 
Every day 5  

 
 

Q45 
How much do you agree or disagree with each of these statements? 

(Please tick one box on every line) 
 

 
Strongly 

agree 
Agree 

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

Disagree 
Strongly 
disagree

 

1 2 3 4 5  

b 
Ethnic minority groups should adapt to British 

society.   
505
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Moving on now to some questions about your family 

 
 

Q60 
In which country was your biological mother born?     

     

 
Britain  001  Go to Q63 

556 -
558

 
Bangladesh  002  

 
China  003  

 
India  004  

 
Jamaica  005  

 
Nigeria  006  

 
Pakistan  007  

 
Turkey  008  

 
Other (please write in the box below)  009  

 
I don’t know the country  010  Go to Q63 

 

 
 
 

  

559

  Spare 560 - 599

 

Q61 
Have you visited this country during the last 12 months?     

     

 
Yes, twice or more 1  

600

 
Yes, once 2  

 
No 3  
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Q65 
In which country was your biological father born?     

     

 
Britain  01  Go to Q68 

608 -
610

 
Bangladesh  02  

 
China  03  

 
India  04  

 
Jamaica  05  

 
Nigeria  06  

 
Pakistan  07  

 
Turkey  08  

 
Other (please write in the box below)  09  

 
I don’t know the country  10  Go to Q68 

 

 
   

611

Spare 612 - 649

 

Q66 
Have you visited this country during the last 12 months?     

     

 
Yes, twice or more 1  

650

 
Yes, once 2  

 
No 3  
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Now I would like to ask you some questions about your leisure time, attitudes and friends 

 
 

Q49 
Do you usually work for money outside school (e.g. doing a paper round, helping your parents in 
their business, babysitting)? 

 
  

 
Yes 1  

523

 
No 2  Go to Q53 

 
 
 

Q79 
On a scale of 1 to 10 where 1 is very dissatisfied and 10 is very satisfied, how satisfied are you with… 

 

  Very 
dissatisfied 

 Very 
satisfied  

  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  

a 
… your life in 

general? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

746 -
747

     

b 
… school in 

general? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
748 -

749

  
 

Q85 
How much do you agree or disagree with each of these statements? 

(Please tick one box on every line) 
 

 
Strongly 

agree 
Agree 

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree 

Disagree 
Strongly 
disagree 

 

1 2 3 4 5  

a I have difficulty concentrating   
767

b I can influence my future   
768

c I can put my plans into action   
769

 
Spare 770 – 999 

 
 

Q73 
Thinking about all of your friends. How many of them are from... 

(Please tick one box on every line) 
 

 
Almost all 

or all 
A lot About half A few 

None or 
very few

 
1 2 3 4 5  

a … a White British background?  
727

b … a Black or Black British background?  
728

c …an Asian or Asian British background?  
729

d … any other background?  
730
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Q74 
Do you have a boyfriend/girlfriend?     

     

 
Yes 1  

731

 
No 2  Go to Q78 

 
 

Q76 
What is his/her background?     

     

 
White British 1  

733

 
Black or Black British 2  

 
Asian or Asian British 3  

 
Another background 4  

 
 
 

Q78 
How often do you talk to people from… 

(Please tick one box on every line) 
 

 Every day

Once or 
several 
times a 
week 

Once or 
several 
times a 
month 

Less 
often 

Never 

I don’t know 
people  

from this 
background

 

 1 2 3 4 5 6  

a … a White British background?  
742

b 
… a Black or Black British 

background?  
743

c 
… an Asian or Asian British 

background?  
744

d … any other background?  
745
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I’d like to finish by asking a couple more questions about you 

 
 

Q2 
What is your date of birth?     

     

 
Date  / / 

  027 
- 

034 

 

 

Q3 
What is your ethnic group?     

     

 White    
035 -

036

 
White British 01  

 
White Irish 02  

 
Other White background 03  

 Mixed    
 

Mixed – White and Black Caribbean 04  

 
Mixed – White and Black African 05  

 
Mixed – White and Asian 06  

 
Other Mixed background 07  

 Asian or Asian British    
 

Asian/Asian British – Indian 08  

 
Asian/Asian British – Pakistani 09  

 
Asian/Asian British – Bangladeshi 10  

 
Other Asian background 11  

 Black or Black British    
 

Black/Black British - Caribbean 12  

 
Black/Black British – African 13  

 
Other Black background 14  

 Chinese or other ethnic group    
 

Chinese 15  

 
Other background 16  

Spare 
037 -

040

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

YYYYMMDD 
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Q4 
Do you get free school meals?     

     

 
Yes 1  

041

 
No 2  

 
 

INTERVIEWER: GO TO NEXT PAGE TO COLLECT PERSONAL INFORMATION 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

spare cols 574 - 999 
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We would like to have your name, address, phone number, and e-mail address so that we can 
contact you next year to see how things have changed for you. If you complete the 
questionnaire next year we will be able to give you £10 to say thank you.  

 
 

INTERVIEWER: PLEASE RECORD DETAILS AS CLEARLY AS POSSIBLE 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

First Name    
026 
- 
040 

Surname     
041 
- 
060 

 

 

Address 

061 
- 
090  

 

091 
- 
120  

 

121 
- 
150  

 

Postcode 
 

 
151 - 
157 

 

 

 

Mobile 
Number  158 - 168 

Landline 
Number  169 - 179 

 

 

E-mail 
Address  

180
- 
239 

  
240 
- 
290 

 

INTERVIEWER: Those are all the questions I have for you today.  I’d like to thank you for all of your 
help with the Youth in Europe Study.  The findings will help the researchers to find out how best to 
help young people from different backgrounds achieve their educational goals. 
 
IF THERE IS ANYTHING ELSE THAT THE RESPONDENT WANTS TO TELL US, PLEASE WRITE IN THE 
BOX ON THE PREVIOUS PAGE. 
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